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#5 The onward journey... 

 

Hey! I am finally in Rome! 

My way to Rome was a bit bumpy. As some of you may know, I was supposed to leave New York City one day earlier than 

the other participants, because the next day the introduction for new students took place at the college. Well in the end, 

it took place without me! 

After everything went well at the airport (my excess baggage was let through free of charge, the security check went 

smoothly), I waited at the gate for boarding. After about 1.5 hours, however, it was announced that the flight was 30 

minutes late. I didn't worry too much about it and wrote an email to my coordinator, who was supposed to pick me up. 

Ten minutes later, however, the delay of one hour got announced. I got nervous and prayed that everything would be 

okay. After another twenty minutes there was an announcement that the flight might be cancelled. Well, unfortunately 

that was the case. So, it was time to rebook the flight. After about 3 more hours I had finally been correctly rebooked. 

Since the plane would start at 11 am the next day, I went frustrated and with an empty stomach back to the hostel. 

...But all roads lead to Rome right...? 😉 

Thank God the next day went better. The plane landed punctually in Atlanta and I was welcomed by my host dad and my 

college coordinator. We drove to Rome - my placement place - where I met my two guest brothers (4 and 8 years old) 

and my host mum. Since then, time has been running and it feels like I've been here forever! 

I have settled in well, have already gone to the Social Security Office and a 5k run behind me and I got a “private” 

college tour. During the week I was on the road a lot with my host mum and accompanied her on shopping trips, trips to 

swimming courses, school and playgrounds. I was at Walmart and Publix, bought a new mobile phone and an American 

mobile phone number, ate at Panera Bread and went to church (amazing praise and community!!!). I had the chance to 

meet a lot of nice people and I can proudly say that I may soon be giving tutoring in German. 😉 Now all I need is a car, 

insurance, a bank account, volunteer opportunities and possibly a small part-time job (the USA is more expensive than I 

thought - especially New York!). Fortunately, my host family supports me greatly and I already have a car from Alabama 

in prospect. Tomorrow I'll go to college for the first time and I'm sure it won't be a walk in the park. The Syllabus for my 

Management class, my professor sent me, was clearly not an easy English course. But I am sure that I can manage it 

anyway. Life here won't be boring and I'm curious what the next few weeks will bring.  

Until then I wish you a good start into the new week! 

Lena 
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Tillman Memorial Clocktower5k Run 

08/18/2018 

Swimming Class 

Panera Bread 

Playing „Mensch Ärgere Dich Nicht“ 

– a German board game 

At the playground 
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